suMMarY: a new species of Curidia from the Fernando de noronha Chain (located off the northeastern Brazilian coast), and the continental shelf of Bahia state is described. Curidia wakabarae n. sp. is similar to C. debrogania thomas, 1983 and C. magellanica Coleman and Barnard, 1991 in the maxillipedal palp, which is slender and has a long apical seta extending beyond the outer plate. it does, however, differ from these species in article 1 of antenna 1 not reaching the end of article 3, the ventrodistal acute process of article 2 extending to 1/5 of first flagellar article 1, the absence of a posterodorsal acute carina on pereonite 7, and the apically rounded telson. this is the first record of ochlesidae from the northeast Brazilian coast. a world key of the known Curidia species is given.
Scientia Marina 72(2)
issn: 0214-8358 introduCtion ochlesids are one of the groups of amphipods with very small and cryptic species, some being only 1.0 mm long and easily overlooked in collections (thomas, 1993; Coleman and lowry, 2006) . according to Barnard and Karaman (1991) they are a geographically widespread and taxonomically diverse group. the large, conical shape and styliform nature of the mouthparts suggest a parasitic mode of existence of these animals (thomas, 1993) . the family ochlesidae was erected by stebbing (1910) based on Ochlesis innocens being unique within the Gammaridae because it lacks the palp of the maxilliped. since then, two genera have been described bearing a 2 or 1-articulate palp of the maxilliped. the first was Ochlesodius ledoyer, 1982 from Madagascar, and the second was Curidia thomas, 1983 from the Caribbean sea. Barnard and Karaman (1987) erected the genus Meraldia based on Ochlesis meraldi, from south australia, and used the differently shaped dorsal humps to separate this species.
in the same work, they included the family ochlesidae within the acanthonotozomatidae as the subfamily ochlesinae. later on, Watling and thurston (1989) included this subfamily in the family imphimediidae. however, Coleman and Barnard (1991a, b) re-established the status of the family ochlesidae and described C. magellanica from the Magellan strait, south america. Berge, Vader and Coleman (1999) proposed a cladistic analysis in which they synonymised odiidae to ochlesidae. however, Coleman and Myers (in preparation) questioned this classification through a cladistic analysis in which ochlesidae and odiidae do not group together as a monophyletic entity. Currently, the family ochlesidae comprises four genera: Curidia, Ochlesodius, Ochlesis, and Meraldia, but only Curidia is known from the southwestern atlantic ocean.
this is the first record of the family ochlesidae from the northeastern Brazilian coast (Fernando de noronha Chain and Bahia state). a world key with the known Curidia species is given.
Material and Methods the samples analysed herein were collected by N/ O Antares of the Brazilian navy, and the supply boat N/RB Astro Garoupa of PetroBras (Petróleo do Brasil s/a), as part of the reVizee Programme coordinated by the Brazilian environment Ministry. the main objective of the reVizee Programme was to perform a species inventory and to evaluate the sustainable yield of living resources from the Brazilian exclusive economic zone (www.mma.gov.br/revizee/). this area was subdivided into four regions (north, northeast, Central and south) according to their oceanographic and biological properties and the dominant type of bottom. the specimens studied herein were collected in the archipelago of Fernando de noronha Chain, located off natal state, during the campaigns of reVizee Benthos sCore/northeast 1998 and 2000, and off Bahia state during the campaigns of reVizee Benthos sCore/Central 2002 (Fig. 1) . the samples were collected with a 70-litre rectangular dredge pulled for 5 minutes at a speed of 2 knots. specimens were preserved in 70% ethanol. appendages and mouthparts of a dissected female were mounted on glass slides and sealed with CMC-10. the material is stored in the collections of the Museu nacional, rio de Janeiro (MnrJ) and the departamento de oceanografia da universi- Description. Female, 2.42 mm. Body strongly compressed laterally, very thin dorsally. head small, partially hidden by pereonite 1, rostrum normal; laterocephalic lobe acute. Pereonite 1 forming a rostrum-like anterior process. Peronite 3 wider than pereonite 2. Peronites 3-6 similar in width. Pereonite 7 shorter than pereonites 4-6 together, with a dorsodistal blunt spine. antenna 1 about 0.19x as long as Mouthparts styliform, labrum elongated, tapering distally; mandible, incisor simple, left mandible with small lacinia mobilis; molar small, cuplike and weakly triturative; palp 3-articulate, article 1 short, 0.78 x as long as article 3, article 2 curved medially and 0.9 x as long as article 3; article 3 long with small facial ridges and 3 short spines distally. Maxilla 1 inner plate small, with 1 distal seta, outer plate elongate, with 5-6 spines distomedially and a row of lateral setules; palp 1-articulate, short with a long apical seta reaching end of row of lateral setules. Maxilla 2 inner plate twice wider than outer plate. Maxilliped palp 1-articulate, slender, with a long apical setae reaching end of outer plate; inner plate narrow (0.71 x of outer plate) with 3 seta distally and a row of setae medially; outer plate longer than inner plate, apical margin rounded with 5 subapical spines and 1 seta, inner margin with 2 facial setae. Gnathopod 1 simple, coxa anterior margin rather straight, apically rounded; basis elongate, slender and shorter than merus and carpus together; merus, ischium, carpus and propodus subequal in length; propodus and dactylus with some plumose setae. Gnathopod 2 coxa deeper, ventrally rounded; basis slightly inflated with 4 setae on anterior margin; merus posterodistal angle with truncate process; carpus with distal process reaching first third of propodus length; propodus slightly shorter than carpus; dactylus stout and bifid. Pereopod 3, coxa as deep as coxa 2, ventrally subacute, anteroproximal part with a process about 1/3 of length, anterior margin straight, posterior margin slightly produced; basis slightly increasing in width distally; ischium short and broad; merus with anterodistal acute process; carpus, propodus and dactylus missing. Pereopod 4, coxa broad, anteriorly excavate; basis to ischium similar to pereopod 3; carpus, propodus and dactylus missing. than long, slightly excavate ventrally, anterior margin produced; basis broad with inconspicuous ridge on lateral face, posteroventral angle rounded, merus angle posteroventral produced. Pereopod 6, coxa wider than broad with 2 excavation ventrally; basis similar to pereopod 5; merus and carpus posteroventral angle produced; propodus 3.5 x as long as wide; dactylus more than 1/2 of propodus length. Pereopod 7, coxa with a small excavation ventrally; basis to dactylus similar to pereonite 6. Pleonite 2 with obtuse mid-dorsal hump. Pleonite 3 with a narrow apically rounded mid-dorsal carina. epimeron 3 with pointed tooth. uropod 1 extending beyond uropods 3, peduncle as long as ramus with one single apicolateral spine and 2 medial marginal spines, ramus lanceolate, subequal in length, outer ramus with 4 lateral and 3 medial spines, inner ramus with 3 lateral and 3 medial spines. uropod 2 missing. uropod 3 biramous, peduncle with single apicolateral spine; outer ramus about 0.5 x the inner ramus, with single medial spine; inner ramus with single lateral and 2 medial spines. telson entire with single pair of lateral setae, 1.7 x as long as wide, apically rounded. 
Male (sexual dimorphism)
. First antenna 0.34 x body length; flagellum with ventral setae only and pereonite 7 as long as pereonites 4-6.
Etymology. Curidia wakabarae n. sp. is named in honor of dr. Yoko Wakabara (23.iV.1933 Wakabara (23.iV. -06.X.2006 , who passed away recently and contributed immensely to the knowledge of the amphipod fauna from Brazil.
Habitat. Curidia wakabarae n. sp. was found in gravel sediment with sponges and algae ranging from 30-91 m depth. temperature at the localities had been between 28.8 and 28.9ºC and salinity between 36.2 and 36.7.
Remarks. Curidia wakabarae n. sp. is similar to C. debrogania from the Caribbean sea and C. magellanica from Magellan strait in the slender palp of maxilliped with an apical long seta extending beyond the outer plate. however, it differs from both species in the peduncular article 2 of antennae 1 with ventromedial acute process reaching 1/5 of flagellar article 1, pereonite 7 with a posterodorsal blunt carina, and the apically rounded telson. it also differs from C. debrogania in gnathopod 1 basis slender, female pereonite 7 shorter than pereonites 4-6 together, and uropod 3 inner ramus about 1.7 x the outer ramus. a comparison of Curidia wakabarae n. sp. with the other four species of the genus can be found in table 1. * the size of pereonite 7 can be sexually dimorphic, but some authors do not specify the sex of the specimens or find only one sex, so the information is not complete in some cases. disCussion When described by thomas (1983), the genus Curidia included a single species, C. debrogania, restricted to the Florida Keys, Caribbean sea. Coleman and Barnard (1991b) revised the family ochlesidae and described the second species, C. magellanica, enlarging the distribution of the genus to the Pacific ocean, Magellan strait. later on, lowry and (Müller, 1864) and ingolfiella rocaensis senna and serejo, 2005 (Paiva et al., in press) , showing that the amphipod fauna from this area is very poorly known.
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